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said would not stand up as it had no supports under it . But 

is in <"''od condition t o- da·' · Also a r oot cellar and planting 

an")le . fruit and orna"lental trees . 

As the charact "'r of the soil was a very heavy cl ay it d id 

not prove t oo satisfactoiY but the f arm nas increased by purcnasing 

50 acres from r.:r . Luton at ~4250 . 00 . About this time , hydro and 

hot water heaters were installed . DUring Mr Good in~ ' s t ·rm the 

~omen ' s Chr istians Temper ance Union of St . Tho~s held 

s er vice here one Sunaay . '!he laaies were b ou ~.!" t out by one of the 

i nrnates John McDonald . Two faithful wo.!len were Mrs McKellar 

(moth r of Urs Heard and !.ire Neil t.:cLachlin of St . 'Iho11as) 

and Mrs Risdon (moth ·r of Dr. Fulton Ri sdon of Plastic Sur , ery 

Fame of Toronto} . The al t • mat e Sunday Dr. Robert Hci~tyre , 

Presbyter ian minister of Tempo , who became t h m r rying )arson 

of Niaf'8 ra Falls , officat ed . If an inmate would f all asl eep 

he r:ould call to h im ( i"l tho se:c:1on } to wake un and pay 

attention. At t hat til'!J3 the insan e prople were sent to the 

Ontario Hos pital and all c hildr en over t wo years of a~e 

were sent to t he Children' s Shel t er . 

J.".r &. Mrs GoodinP had t hree dau~hters Jrlrs Neil ~.mnro of 

ClevelandJand Mrs William Lyle and Miss Myrtle Good i ng of 

l.tiddlenarch . Mrs ltn ro arrl Urs Lyle wer e both teache rs o f 

s . S . f . 14 and frs Lyle also was a teacher of violin at 

Alma Colle ge . 
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Mrs Goodine; ' s mother , Mrs Mary 1\:ills liv ed with the fa oily , 

she being an early pioneer of t he 1'1lls f anily in Sparta , ana even 

at the time of her death , at t..~e age of 86 , retained her s ense 

of humour and cheerfUl disposition . She attended one of the first 

schools of this school sectL.~n . 

On November 26 1926 Mr and Mrs Fred Iner am were a ppointed 

' 
keep r and matron . DUring the ir term t he present steel bam 

was built in 1935 t o replace t .'le one c estroyed by fire . 'Ihexe 

was also a dee!_) ~ell bored and t ::e old ice refrigerator . as 

replaced by an el ectric one b ein~ built in 1936 , also 

hardwood fl oors wer e laid in t he Instituti on. Mr and Mrs 

I ngram had one dau ,ht r Dorothy who rec eived he r public sch ool 

education at s . s. j . 14 and i s now on her second year teaching 

school at Eden . She also teaches nusic at t he sc..llool. Ee r 

school ""'lites will always rememb er the wonderf ...l layer 

cakes s he used to brinr; to t he valentine p3. rti es as a 

pift from her mother , to t he pu pi ls and teacher of the 

lfidd lenarch school . Mr and :..lrs Ingram p roved very effici ent 

and after 16 year ' s service , res iP"ned snd moved back to the n · 

far~ west of Aylmer . 

In the early sprin; of 1943 Mr and r.:rs :r. G. '1\lrnbull were 

a ppointed keeper and matron with Mr and Mrs Fred Hennan as 

assistants. 

L'.r and .trs 't'urnbull moved from Corinth ·.vhere i.:t- . TUrnl ull 

had lived all his life , th ey nc.ve three chj Jdren, =.:r-s Tiermn , 
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(Violet) with tnem at t .:1e Instituti on and L.rs Burwell (:.:argaret) 

livin~ in Toronto . Ralpb who joined tne R. C . A • • • on No v . 5 1942 

and is now stationed at Tre~ton . Taey a lso h&ve 4 (;r endcnildren , 

J im and Bob aurr~sll and Bonnie Lyn 'l\lrnbull am Fredaie I!ei.:nB.n . 

Mr and l1:rs Herman have one c hild Frederick J~r1es (Freddie} 

who was b arn on J\lly 31 1943 . Fredd:i_c is the f irst chila boxn 

of parent s while boldine position at the Institution. Hrs 

He~an tau~ht school for a number of years in Etlst Ele in before 

cominP' to t he Insti tution. Mr. TUrnbull was warden of Elgin 

Count y for t e year 1941. The Ins ~97to~ of the .Jnsti tu~i~ /. /_ 
7?Vv. P. n-'. 7/t._u~ ~. 4/~/~ )-hv<.,~ 

were late lt!r . Wi l l i am J!cKay am I!r J . D. 'Ulo::1son our present ~J. ~· ~ /\. .-/~ ,7Jc./''::1· 
Inspect or. 

The Physicians a ppointed ~ere-

Dr. LUton in 1875, Dr . Guest Nov 24 1911, who we nt ov rseas 

in t e f i rst Great :'1ar. 

Dr . Ewin on NOv 29 191 9 as rhysi cian and assisstant fo r 

the four years previous . He has been nakin, hlb 1veekly visits 

for t hirty years (.;arch 5 1945 . 

Lr . FOx preached for 19 years . 

Rev. l :r . Poulter of t he Finral , • .!idd L.clarch Circuit has 

just be~n his duties as ~inister . 

The first t el ephone in rural districts of Elgin ;;as in this 

Institution . no 119 . 
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The name n:rr~in County Ho~ , " has now been •iven in place 

of House of Industry , Vlhich is a .aore sui tabl one , for many of the 

in~tes are pensioners . 

At present the e are 37 i n,ates , 21 men ~nd 16 women . 

,:rs Gordon Turnbul l. 



OFFICIAL OPENING - Officials were many at t~ openio_g of Elgin Ma~'s new 60-bed 
wing Wednesday afternoon. Shown abov~ at ~~ nbbon cuttm~t are Cleft to nghl) John Y~rem~ 
ko, ·Minister o( Social and Fam1ly Services. \ trtor IX>Graw, Ret>ve of Rodney. who ~ned 8J 
chairman at the ceremony; Mis.~ Margaret Lyle, donor o£.$5,400 wo1ih of landscapmg , Mayor 

E. 0. Fanjoy ; .and John Wise, Warden of Elgm County. <T .• J. Photo). 

YAREMKO SPEAKS- John Yaremko, Minister of Social Rnd Family Services is llhown above as he addrt'S91!1d the crowd JIS· 
aembled for the opening ol Elgin Manor's oew additicm yesterday. In the left background tblt new wing can be eeen. < T . .J. Photo) 



You are all fa"liliar with the present c hurch that is 

situated at Frane . We are includint:- this o ld church in 

our Tweedsrnuir Villa "'e His tory because ( 1) it is a very old 

church with an interestinr h i stary(2) ITBny descendants af 

t he orip-inal families live near by (3) we want to oreserve 

t he records of old land marks that are adjacent and hav e 

influenced our own community. 

Di d you know t his is the site af the second oldest 

churc ~ in the Do~inion , the olcest beine in Nova Scotia ? 

rf~ 
The m·es ea~ e ttHdi Hg , a church ..nd school ho use co:nbined , 

~ stood just below the present site, .1here t he church 

s hed no"' stands. 'Ihe first church \?as or-a r.zied nd ;>lanted 

in the wilderness in t h', y ar 181° , by Rev • .Toseph Silcox 

who came fran Wil tsh ire , EnR"land , noar the t<l'ln of Fro11e in 

181? . This is t he t i '1le that settlers were takine- up land 

along our own Ta.P,o t .rtoad . 

To understand t he back ~round of t h is church we must 

po ~ack t o EnR"land , t o Wiltshire , to th e villare of 

HorninPsham a few '1lil os from Fro~e and away back to t 1e y· ar 

1566 . There , a t Horingsham stands the oldest ConPreuational 

Church in t · e world , and its beoinninr or for , ation is very 

interesting . In 1566 a titled gPn tle 38.n , by t e na .1e of Si r 

John Thynne , who '>Wned t~e esta te on l'ihich t e church stanus , 

decided t o build h i::!:JSelf a ho :1 e , thE.t c;ould be one of t he 

"Palaces of En-:l o.nd , " . To secure t .e bes t wor kmans hip he 
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~ en.c- a~?ed a r r ou? of Scottish artisans . '!hese ten met by 

themselves in t he woods i Or praise and pEayer . As they objected 

to t hP. Church of Z.O.gland worsh i :p_, 'lbey '"Jere t h erefore ca lled 

?nonconformists , which na ne was later changed to Independents . 

Their e~:ployor r e s pected t h ese sturdy ?resbyteria~ and whe n 

t hey ask~d him f o r help in th~ir worship , he ~ave them t he land 

on which the chapel now sta nds . We have pictur es of this old 

church , wi th its t hatched roof , and old stone walls and it is 

s til l a place of worshi p after nearly 4~0 years . From this 

setting ~ame t he Rev . ~oseph Silcox in 1817. He had preached 

his first sermon in t his old church in England and thus the 

church a t Fr ome is a child of this oluest Con!·rerational church 

in the world and t he Silcox ' s call ed t 1e settle ne nt .Fro .• e after 

their ho'Tl e , Fro:ae , in Wiltshire , Enrl and . .iishing to roa.:'(e 

it a co:nmunity C1Urch he called it by t he lofty na:ne of "The 

Independent Presbyterian .?r inc e of Peace Society" . He rode 

on horseback over the toonsh i ps of South.!Old , DUnwich and 

west1linister preaching t n the ho!ll3s and in log barns . He 

orr anixed a church at Port Stanley and anotne r in t he 

woods where London now stands . 

The s econd ch urch at Fro'!le ( t h e land on m ich it stands 

was Piven by Rev . ~oseph Silcox as it is the front of t h e old 

Silcox farm } was a fra:ne structl..lt' e , which served t he 

c ommunity until t h e year 1888 , when it was reolaced by the 

pr esent brick church . The fra~ building was bou ~ht l1y 



Tom Firth and still stands to- day as an a di tion to his barn , 

bein "' used as an implement shed . The Firth f arm is on tile 

first rise to the west of Fro~e and is now owned by Roy Leeson,. 

Un'fortunately the early :r-ecords of t he church were not ke.> t aad 

t he earliest books I had for refe_ence were dat ed 1855 . The 

Pe~~nship in these old books is beautiful , a real work of art . 

~ost of t he recorus were si~ c by t h • minister and in the ir 

annual :neetin; s is qi ven their acco1plish "!lents of the Jear • 

.'ie r ead in one place of a s courre of dipt h ria in the co:nrwni t y . 

It entered t he mini ster ' s home takin 7 away s c 1e of 1is loved 

ones . In anot.1er place i t tells of a co:n..mittee bei n • appointed 

by the .'le.nbers.1 ip t o in t ervi e1v a candidate f or church rrember-

ship and exa .une hi~ as to n is fitness f or such . Prior t o the 

buildine of the b rick church in 1888 were mon~hs of preparation 

and effort - l~~ber and labour donated wit h enthusiasm. The 

church cost around $3?00 . ')0 and was opened in N~v. 1888 wit h 

special services and a edicated to the worship ,f AlmiQ'ht y God . 

'!be hi glli :h t in the life o f this church was the l OOth 

a~niv P.rsary servic es in 1919 . It is extrenely int ~resting 

t hat t he centenary ser nons were pre>ache d by t he Rev. J . B. 

Silco x D. D. one of tho ablPst preachers in A~erica and a 

~randson of the founder Rev. Joseph Siloox. Dr . J . E. Si l oox 

pl anted Con~regati0nal Churches in Toront o , and Winnipep so 

we can limk upHurningshamEngland witb Frome , Toronto , and 

Winniueg. His se mons wer e indeed masterly t hat day , as he 

paid tribute t o t £ pioneer fa~ilies of t he c o.11munit y and 
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urPed those livinp to re- dedicate their lives . A:fter the morning 

service the people gathered in the cemetery where a decoration 

ser vice • a s held and t he hymn "Fai t h of our Fathe r ' s " was s ung . 

BUt a church is an inanimate object - a brick building , 

and by itself, can a ccomplish nothing , I t is its nembershtp 

of devout , earnest christ ians , that is really the church , so , 

t o round out the story of this church , we should consider some 

of its fai t:h ful suoporters . 

The Silcox ' s have made a wonderful contribution to the 

comMUnity in both religion and education. They were sCholars , 

educated men , \'lhen many in the neighbor hood could neither read 

o r write ,. Another g r andson of the founder was Rev . E. D. Sileo~ 

the f ather of Pe rcy Silc ox who lives next to t he church to- day . 

Anoth~r grandson was Dr . Sidney Silc ox , a noted educationalis t 

and who was principal of the Nor~ School in Str atford . 

Claris is anoth er old pioneer name . rtilliam Claris was 

pastor c£ the Fr ome church in 1888 when the present church was 

~ 
built. This fa'llily CB!:le from Switzerland and ~~ of Huroenot 

stock. The old Claris fann is tm corner f flm , the him knoll 

on the road leadine t o Southwo ld station. 

The HOrton farnily ca ~ to Upper Canada a few y~rs before 

t he Rev . JOSeph Silcox. They are descendents of a Barnabas 

Hort on who came from Eng land in 1633, wi t h o t her Furi tans , and 

built t he first settlement on the east,rn end of Loll€ Island 

and called it Southv~ld after thPir ~n li s h ho~e . A ~randson 
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of Barnabas was one of the sipners of the Pled -.:e of Indepen ... enc e in 1775 

arrl his grandson , Samuel caoo into El e-in County about 1812 , settled 

about seven miles from S • 'Iho 1as a nd called th e Ja nd South.vwld 

after his ancestral ho.ne on Loll[' Is lmd . 'nnls our township got 

it ' s name. The old Horton Farm lies almcet acr oss from the Firth 

f arm , an old red brick house close to the road . '!be son of Samuel 

Horton was Andrew , my grandfather, and one of the pillars of t he 

early Fro'Tle church. He led the singing of the con~regation with 

a tuni n~ fork , and was suoerintem~nt of t n e Sunday School for 

40 yea rs beine absent tWJ ar t.~ree times in all those years . 

His dau 'hter Ida , the present Mrs Sqm Down has followed in 

her father ' s footsteps and has been an inspiration to all in 

her churcn work . &he has tau ~ t a cla s s ;)f yvung boy s in the 

Sunday School for over 60 ·ears and has ~ven unstintin~ly of 

her time and effort to church and cow.mni ty wor k . Her h usband 

Sam Down a carpenter by trade , has "~'iven his servic e s gratis 

t o any need of the church , lookin(7 after the fires in cold 

weather am repair work for many long years , free of cbar ~"-e . 

Allworth is another ol d natre of the co-:uu:-. ity. '!hey ca"le 

also from Wilt shire and were induced by their friends t ne 

Silcox ' s to come t o the new land and better the ir f ortunes . 

I am ind ebted to Mrs Salathiel Curtis for this :fnformation as 

I found it in an old scrap book of he r fath er ' s t he Late 

Sq~ire Frank Hunt , and it is int nsely interesting . we think 

we have travellino difficulties to- day , with gas r ationing and 



l 

l. 

poor tines , but lis ten to t he story of ttl.e ir j ourney . In 1830 

the All worth fanily sailed for the new land . After 5 weeks and 

3 days on t h'1 ocean , they l a nded at New York . Mrs Allwor th had 
0 

been terri bly seasick durinr the crossing , and he~e they stayed 

f or 2 weeks until she was able to ~o on. Then they travelled 

t o Buff alo via the Erie canal , which t ook seven days . Buffalo 

was then a small town , the size of Aylmer. From BUffalo they 

went by row boat t o Fort Erie a nd f::rom there by schoono r to 

Port Stanley . But on Lake Er ie they ran into misfortunes- t hey 

were becalned for several days a nd t hen cont rary wino s took them 

off the ir course . After two weeks on Lake Erie , they landed at 

Port Burwell in an exhausted condition , as the ir provisions he.d 

r un out and they had been wi tbout food f or several days . They 

came on to Port Stanley by row- boat where th ey f ound a r oaa had 

been cho-::>ped t h rou e"h t he woods to s;. 'lho:-as and travelle d by 

wagon t he r e st of the way a nd settled on a 100 acre f a m near 

t he Silocx•s . Money was scarce in those days . You could 

travel through Yarmouth , Southwold and Dunwich and not find ~5 .00 

in cash . Allworth at one tiroo , received a b i l l of exchanee 

from England . No settler near him c-. uld cash 1t . He walked all 

the way to Little York (Toronto) to exchaOe'e his note f or cash . 

A. J . Allworth was a son of t he f1rst pi oneer . At the a ·e of 

14 , he worked in Edward Ermatinee r ' s r enPral store in St . Thomas, 

t hen owned a s tare of his oo n under t he name of Bee €" and Allworth , 

and later wa s one of t he first managers of the Southern Loan . 



we aannot close the his tory of the Froroo 'hurch and co··um.mi ty 

without mentionin~ the Dau-herty fa""lily . They inter:narri ed wi th 

the Silcox , f:brton , ant Claris families . Many of them were 

very musical and possessed splondid voices , which aaded much 

to the social 1 if e of t he co '1:-:tuni ty . J.ros t o f you wi 11 re::1e 1ber 

Geor.,.e and Clarence Datl,Q'herty and th(ir sister Enid , Percy 

Silcox's wife . The Present or:;;anist at Frome was J\.llia naurrherty , 

another sister . Geor F-'e Dau herty ' s 'first wife , Fanny Silcox 

played the orpan for "!lany years . 

It is fi ttin-? to close t his hi story wi th so ~ sente!lces frcm 

t he se~:1on of J . B. Silco x, preacted on tne l 'X)th anniversary 

day in 1919 ; I quote ; 

"There are to-day on the embers io of this church young 

men and women who represent an unbroken meub"rsh i p of five 

een rations ( there would now be 6 ) • A nobler ancestry no 

settlement ever loJked back to , nith reverence and ~ffection . 

'!heir forefathers were loyal to t'l.e flag of En-;land and devoted 

t o the church of Cl-tri st. They did not oossess ereat "''eal til , 

but in those strenuous davs they set a 'J8rt th ir hard- earned 

~oney and ~uilt a meetin~ house . ~ery family that has ev r 

lived in this co 1.mni t y has teen bett red and benefitted by 

wta t those men and wo'"len did . We must Pledge ourselves to continue 

what they b-~an , so that tm lL:ht they k indled on the altar of 

God , should nev"T f"O out . ~.ay til is church forever stand , for 

t he ev~r-lastin~ r ealitie s of relipj.on and for community ano 



( 
national ri .-zhteous cess. May the r e> be preached here a rospe l , 

cv 
a!lple as t he needs of men , broad as the love of God , and a ll-

embracin"' as the cross ..,f Chri st . " (end of quotation) . 

'!his has indeed been a com"lun'ity Vlhere the spirit am ener &>"y 

of t he p~oneer with his fervent devotion t o the Church Jf Christ , 

has 1een richly blessed . !~ay they liv e up t o thei r great 

heri t ape . 

Dorothy Hor t on Futcher . 
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